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Year 6 Geography Vocabulary Builder – South America 
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agriculture 
 

Agriculture is farming and the methods that are used 
to raise and look after crops and animals. 

arid 
 

An arid-region is so dry that very few plants can 
grow there – it experiences very little rainfall. 

coastal desert 
 

A desert landscape situated next to the coast. 

continents 
 

A continent is a very large area of land, such as 
Africa or Asia that consists of several countries. 

ecosystem 
 

An ecosystem is all the plants and animals that live 
in a particular area together. 

frequent 
 

If something is frequent, it happens often. 

humid 
 

You use humid to describe an atmosphere or climate 
that is very damp, and usually very hot. 

landmark 
 

A landmark is a building or feature which is easily 
noticed and can be used to judge your position or the 
position of other buildings or features. 

mainland  The main part of a country or continent, not 
including the islands around it. 

polar biome 
 

Polar biomes are areas close to the North and South 
Pole that have long, cold winters. 

population 
 

All the inhabitants of a particular place. 

semi-arid 
 

A semi-arid region is dry but experiences slightly 
more rain than an arid region or climate. 

subtropical 
 

Subtropical places have a climate that is warm and 
wet, and are often near tropical regions. 

summit 
 

The summit of a mountain is the top of it. 

temperate 
 

Temperate is used to describe a climate or a place 
which is never extremely hot or extremely cold. 

tourism 
 

Tourism is travel for pleasure, and the commercial 
activity of providing and supporting such travel. 

Tropic of Capricorn 
 

The most southerly circle of latitude on Earth at 
which the Sun can be directly overhead. 

tropical 
 

Tropical weather is hot and damp weather that 
people believe to be typical of the tropics. 

vast area 
 

A space that is extremely large in size. 

vegetation belts 
 

A vegetation belt is just the plant life as a whole 
within a certain area. 

 



Year 6 Geography Vocabulary Builder – Amazon Basin 
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balsa 
 

Balsa or balsa wood is a very light wood from a South 
American tree. 

basin 
 

In geography, a basin is a particular region of the world 
where the earth's surface is lower than in other places. 

biological 
 

The word ‘biological’ is used to describe processes and 
states that occur in the bodies and cells of living things. 

bromeliad 
 

Any plant of the tropical American family Bromeliaceae, 
typically epiphytes with a rosette of fleshy leaves 

capybara 
 

A capybara is a large rodent the resembles a guinea pig. 

coniferous 
 

A coniferous forest or wood is made up of conifers. 

deforestation 
 

If an area is deforested, all the trees there are cut down or 
destroyed. 

epiphyte 
 

A plant that grows on another plant but is not parasitic 
on it 

evergreen 
 

An evergreen is a tree or bush which has green leaves all 
the year round. 

excavate 
 

To excavate means to remove earth carefully from it and 
look for things 

nutrient-rich 
 

Nutrients are substances that help plants and animals to 
grow 

ocelot 
 

An ocelot is a medium-sized feline mammal, similar to a 
cat. 

parasite 
 

A parasite is a small animal or plant that lives on or 
inside a larger animal or plant, and gets its food from it. 

plantation 
 

A plantation is a large piece of land, especially in a 
tropical country, where crops such as rubber, coffee, tea, 
or sugar are grown. 

tributary 
 

A tributary is a stream or river that flows into a larger 
one. 

silt 
 

Fine sand, clay, or other material carried by running water 
and deposited as a sediment, especially in a channel or 
harbour. 

tapir 
 

Tapirs are large mammals that are similar in shape to a 
pig, with a short, nose trunk.  

puma 
 

Pumas are large cats. They are also commonly known as 
cougars and mountain lions. 

rubber latex 
 

A stretchy material used to make many products such as 
gloves and balloons. 

tolerant  
You are tolerant if you are willing to accept behaviour 
and beliefs that are different from your own. 

 


