
Tools

Loppers Used to cut small branches of 
approximately 2-3cm thick.

Secateurs Used to cut small sticks less 
that 1cm thick.

Trowel Used to dig small holes in soil.

Rake Used to collect leaves up off 
the grass.

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Nursery

Fire

Safety Sit safely around a fire that 
has been lit. No running, 2 
meter distance. 

Environmental Knowledge

Leaves Leaves change colour in the 
autumn. 

Plant care Plants need light and water to 
grow.

Minibeasts Where will you find a 
minibeast?

Fauna 

Knots

Children create their own methods of attaching materials. 



Tools

Loppers Used to cut small branches of 
approximately 2-3cm thick.

Secateurs Used to cut small sticks less 
that 1cm thick.

Trowel Used to dig small holes in soil.

Rake Used to collect leaves up off 
the grass.

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Reception

Fire

Safety Sit safely around a fire that 
has been lit.No running, 2 
meter distance. 

Environmental Knowledge

Leaves Some leaves lose their leaves. 
Some leaves keep their trees. 

Plant care Plants get light from the sun 
and water from the rain or 
ground. We have to water 
them when the weather is hot. 

Minibeasts Where will you find a 
minibeast? Can you put a 
minibeast somewhere safe?

Fauna 

Knots

Children create their own methods of attaching materials. 



Tools

Loppers Used to cut small branches of 
approximately 2-3cm thick.

Secateurs Used to cut small sticks less 
that 1cm thick.

Drill Used to create holes in pieces 
of wood. 

Saw Used to cut a piece of wood 
greater than 3cm thick. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Year 1

Fire

Stick size Small sticks begin the fire and 
then larger logs keep the fire 
burning for a long time. 

Fire triangle Fires need oxygen, fuel and 
heat.

Fire lighting Fires are lit using matches, fire 
steels and lighters.

Environmental Knowledge

Flora Different types of leaves. 
Berries. Edible and non edible.

Plant care How to trim a plant safely 
without it dying. 

Pond life What lives in a pond? Why are 
there plants in a pond? 

Fauna Oxygen, frog, tadpole, water, 
water safety. 

Knots

Children create their own methods of attaching materials. 



Tools

Loppers Used to cut small branches of 
approximately 2-3cm thick.

Secateurs Used to cut small sticks less 
that 1cm thick.

Drill Used to create holes in pieces 
of wood. 

Saw Used to cut a piece of wood 
greater than 3cm thick. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Year 2

Fire

Stick size Small sticks begin the fire and 
then larger logs keep the fire 
burning for a long time. 

Fire triangle Fires need oxygen, fuel and 
heat.

Fire lighting Fires are lit using matches, fire 
steels and lighters.

Cooking You must be invited to cook on 
the fire by an adult. The heat 
cooks the food like the oven at 
home. 

Environmental Knowledge

Flora Flowers. Flowers provide 
nectar for insects. Bees 
pollinate flowers. 

Plant care Do not pick flowers unless 
asked to. 
Plants come from bulbs or 
seeds. 

Habitats What animals live in a forest?
Where might they live? 

Fauna  Fox, hedgehog, bird. 

Knots

Reef knot



Tools

Drill Used to create holes in pieces 
of wood. 

Saw Used to cut a piece of wood 
greater than 3cm thick. 

Peeler Used to whittle a thin piece of 
wood. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Year 3

Fire

Stick size Small sticks begin the fire and 
then larger logs keep the fire 
burning for a long time. 

Fire triangle Fires need oxygen, fuel and 
heat.

Fire lighting and 
extinguishing

Fires are lit using matches, fire 
steels and lighters. Fires are 
extinguished using water. 
Fires must leave no trace. 

Cooking You must be invited to cook on 
the fire by an adult. The heat 
cooks the food like the oven at 
home. 

Environmental Knowledge

Flora Different types of leaves. 
Berries. Edible and non edible. 
How to pick berries safely. 
Taste an edible berry. 

Fauna Bird names. Common birds. 
Robin, black bird, sparrow, 
blue tit. Bird feeders. 

Knots

Reef knot.



Tools

Drill Used to create holes in pieces 
of wood. 

Saw Used to cut a piece of wood 
greater than 3cm thick. 

Peeler Used to whittle a thin piece of 
wood. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Year 4

Fire

Stick size Small sticks begin the fire and 
then larger logs keep the fire 
burning for a long time. 

Fire triangle Fires need oxygen, fuel and 
heat.

Fire lighting and 
extinguishing

Fires are lit using matches, fire 
steels and lighters. Fires are 
extinguished using water. 
Fires must leave no trace. 

Cooking You must be invited to cook on 
the fire by an adult.
Oven cooking (in the embers) 
and stove cooking (on the 
flames).

Environmental Knowledge

Flora Uses of flora, hollow sticks can 
be used for pencils and beads. 

Fauna Animals place in the 
ecosystem.
The job of :
Worm - breaks down leaf litter, 
fertilises the ground. 
Bee - pollinate flowers, creates 
honey.
Hedgehog - eat slugs which 
would eat greenery on plants.

Knots

Reef knot, timber hitch.



Tools

Drill Used to create holes in pieces 
of wood. 

Saw Used to cut a piece of wood 
greater than 3cm thick. 

Fixed blade knife Used to whittle a larger piece 
of wood. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Year 5

Fire

Fire triangle Fires need oxygen, fuel and 
heat.

Fire lighting and 
extinguishing

Fires are lit using matches, fire 
steels and lighters. Fires are 
extinguished using water. 
Fires must leave no trace. 

Cooking You must be invited to cook on 
the fire by an adult.
Oven cooking (in the embers) 
and stove cooking (on the 
flames).

Fire builds Teepee, star, log cabin, lean 
to.

Environmental Knowledge

Flora Uses of flora. Nettles can be 
used for twine. 
Tinder nests using a pencil 
sharpener for shavings. 

Fauna Quadrant survey of fauna 
(woodland). This type of 
survey counts what is seen in 
a specific area. 

Comparison of week 1 and 
week 6 to survey ecological 
impact.

Knots

Reef knot, timber hitch, square lashing. 



Tools

Drill Used to create holes in pieces 
of wood. 

Saw Used to cut a piece of wood 
greater than 3cm thick. 

Fixed blade knife Used to whittle a larger piece 
of wood. 

Bill hook/ Axe Used to split larger pieces of 
wood known as logs. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Forest School

Year 6

Fire

Fire triangle for 
managing a fire

Oxygen, fuel and heat.
Has your fire got what it 
needs?

Fire lighting and 
extinguishing

Fires are lit using matches, fire 
steels and lighters. Fires are 
extinguished using water. 
Fires must leave no trace. 

Cooking You must be invited to cook on 
the fire by an adult.
Oven cooking (in the embers) 
and stove cooking (on the 
flames).

Fire builds Teepee, star, log cabin, lean 
to.

Environmental Knowledge

Flora Use of willow. Flexible for 
creating. 

Fauna Quadrant survey of fauna 
(pond). This type of survey 
counts what is seen in a 
specific area. 

Comparison of week 1 and 
week 6 to survey ecological 
impact.

Knots

Reef knot, timber hitch, square lashing, clove hitch. 


